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Above: Display during the architecture festival at Barnes and 

Noble Bookstore; Right: Board member and AIASV president 

Barrett Lipomi with the mayorõs proclamation of Modesto 

Architecture Week 2011. 
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Highlights of 2011 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographer Jessica Gomula 

transformed downtown with 125 giant 

portrait posters of Modesto area 

residents hung in the windows of 35 

businesses as part of the museumõs 

Building a Better Modesto program. 

Thousands viewed Meet Your Neighbor 

from early August to late September. 

The number of museum members grew 

to 82, with 262 followers on 

Facebook. 

The museum received three grants in 2011, $4,487 from the 

Teichert Foundation, $2,000 from Target, and $250 from the 

Finch Foundation. Thank you! 

 

More than 800 attended the six day fourth 

annual Modesto International Architecture 

Festival in September. 

 

More than 150 Ustach Middle School students, 20 

Modesto High School students, and dozens of other 

young people participated in museum events as artists. 

In 2011, more than 40,000 viewed the 

museum web site, the online Modesto 

Architecture Database has more than 

1,000 buildings, and the Modesto 

Architecture Flickr Group has more 

than 1,300 photos. 

More than 2,800 viewed Airmail 100, the exhibit of 

mail art and air mail artifacts celebrating the 100th 

anniversary of airmail from January to March. 

The museum published two new Modesto architecture 

guides, Modesto Modernism and Architectural Pathways. 
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Letter from the Executive Director ð Bob Barzan 

 
One of the happy tasks of an art museum is to 

help people see the world and themselves 

differently. Museums do this through the art they 

exhibit, the activities they host, and the events 

they organize. In 2011, the Modesto Art Museum 

used architecture, landscape, and urban design 

events and activities to give the people of 

Modesto a different experience and 

understanding of themselves and our city. 

We reminded people that Modesto has a 

significant architecture and landscape heritage. 

From the 1930s to the 1970s, Modestoõs 

architecture was a model for others and the city 

was a laboratory in the development of a 

distinctive California style. This is the kind of 

heritage we normally associate with larger cities 

and acknowledged cultural centers. Our focus on 

architecture and landscape wasnõt only about 

heritage. Urban design is an important part of 

making a city livable and we addressed the 

need for Modesto to become a more livable city. 

Through Building a Better Modesto and the 

architecture festival we facilitated dialogue 

about Modestoõs present and future in a way 

that is positive and encouraging. The response 

from the community exceeded our expectations. 

More than 800 people participated in the 

architecture festival, with 23 community sponsors 

and 44 community partners. 

In 2012, we will continue using the arts and 

architecture to expand and challenge our 

perceptions of the world. I encourage you to join 

us for the adventure. 

Bob Barzan

 

 

 

Michael Kerr 

Airmail 100 Mail Art 
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The Mission of the Modesto Art Museum 
 
The mission of the Modesto Art Museum is to provide quality visual arts experiences and to help people 

develop their aesthetic understanding so they can enjoy and find meaning in the visual arts. 

1. To provide quality visual arts experiences 

The museum organizes and hosts a variety of 

enjoyable and stimulating events and activities 

that present visual arts to the people of Modesto. 

These include exhibitions, performances, 

readings, tours, and movies in every possible 

setting including galleries, public and private 

institutions, businesses, theatres, gardens, parks, 

streets, schools, churches, libraries, homes, online, 

and in traveling exhibits. As much as possible we 

do this with a wide variety of community 

partners. 

 
 
 

2. To help people develop their aesthetic 
understanding so they can enjoy and find 
meaning in the visual arts.  
 
Through workshops, demonstrations, classes, 

lectures, publications, readings, and symposia the 

museum teaches people how to experience the 

visual arts. This includes the abilities to analyze, 

critique, comprehend, enjoy, gain insight, and 

draw meaning from works of art. As part of this 

process, the museum breaks down the usual 

distinctions between artists, curators, and viewers 

inviting everyone to invest in creative interaction 

and dialogue.  While MAM explores art from all 

time periods and cultures, the primary focus is on 

contemporary art with a special eye for the 

multicultural richness and diversity of Modesto. 
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2011 Annual Financial Summary 
 

Revenue 
 

 

Earned Revenue 
  Admissions  $            875.00  

 Special Event Income  $         2,070.00  
 Total Earned Income  $         2,945.00  
 

   Contributed Revenue 
  Individual Contributions  $         2,561.00  

 Board Contributions  $            855.00  
 Foundation Grants  $         6,737.00  
 In-Kind Donations  $      23,200.00  
 Total Contributed Revenue  $      33,353.00  
 Total Revenue  $      36,298.00  
 

   Expenses 
  Programs  $      32,901.00  94.83% 

Fund Raising  $            781.00  2.25% 

Management  $         1,012.00  2.92% 

Total Expenses  $      34,694.00  100% 

   Change in Net Assets  $         1,604.00  
 

   Assets beginning of year  $         6,656.00  
 Assets end of year  $         8,259.00  
  

 

                                                           
 

 

Nearly 95% of the museumõs resources 

went directly to programming.  

 

Meet Your Neighbor, an installation of 

125 portraits by artist Jessica Gomula in 

35 businesses downtown, was an exciting 

event for the city.   
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Accomplishments ð 2011 
 

Program Highlights 

 Airmail 100, an exhibit with the McHenry Museum celebrating the 100th anniversary of air mail, January 
18 to March 6. About 76 Ustach Middle School students participated as artists, 1,871visited the exhibit in 
the building, and 1,028 online. 

 Continuation of Building a Better Modesto with tours, talks, exhibits, and the publication of two new guides 
to Modesto architecture; Modesto Modernism and Architectural Pathways 

 Meet Your Neighbor Photo Installation, more than 125 poster portraits of Modesto area residents by 
Jessica Gomula in 35 businesses throughout downtown Modesto. Several thousand people viewed the 
portraits between August 4 and September 18, 125 people allowed their portraits to be used. 

 Modesto International Architecture Festival, September 13-18, more than 800 people participated in 6 
days of activities and events. 

 Modesto Art Museum World Mini Print Expo, September 19- October 2. 33 mini prints from 32 artists in 9 
countries. 425 visit the exhibit. 
 

Membership Highlights 

 We have 82 members, our email newsletter has 512 subscribers, our Facebook page has 262 followers 

 The online Modesto Architecture Photo Group on Flickr has 77 members and 1,328 photos of Modesto 

area architecture. Approximately 100 people a month used the online Modesto Architecture Database. 

 In 2011, approximately 41,000 visitors viewed our web site, with more than 161,000 hits and 88,000 

page views. modestoartmuseum.org 

Event partners in 2011 

 American Air Mail Society 

 American Institute of Architects, Sierra ð Valley Chapter 

 California State University Stanislaus ð various professors and students 

 Central Valley Business Journal 

 Chartreuse Muse Gallery 

 Deva Café 

 McHenry Museum 

 Modesto Film Society 

 Modesto View 

 Picassoõs Gallery and Deli 

 Robert Benjamin, stamp dealer 

 Modesto City Schools teachers and students 

 Sylvan Union School District teachers and students 

 Downtown Improvement District 

 35 downtown businesses for the portrait installation 

 Fresno Philatelic Society 
 

Coming Events for 2012 

 5th annual Modesto International Architecture Festival, in September, with AIA Sierra Valley 

 World Mini Art Expo, April 3-15, in the McHenry Building 

 Architecture tours, talks, movies, and exhibits 
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The People Who Make the Museum Happen 
Board of Directors 

 Andrew Cain is an artist and arts educator. He is a graduate of MJC and has a bachelor of fine arts 
degree from Griffith University, Queensland College of Art, Brisbane, Australia.  

 Teresa Lawson lives in Modesto, California. She is a graphic artist and a volunteer with the National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society. 

 Barrett Lipomi lives in Modesto. He is the president of the Sierra Valley Chapter of the American Institute 
of Architects, and a member of the Modesto Landmark Preservation Commission.  

 David Maples lives in Modesto, California. He is an exhibition coordinator, art photographer, and former 
art gallery owner.  

 Jennifer Mullen is the executive director of the Modesto Convention and Visitors Bureau and the Stanislaus 
County Regional Tourism Roundtable. She lives in Modesto.  

 Kate Trompetter is youth services marketing and public relations coordinator for the Center for Human 
Services; board member, The Haven Women's Center of Stanislaus County; commissioner, City of Modesto 
Culture Commission; member of the George Rogers Park Committee and the Airport Neighborhood 
Collaborative; and producer at HeyBuddy Productions. 
 

Museum Advisors 

 Morgan Baillargeon PhD. lives in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, and is curator of Plains Ethnology at the 
Canadian Museum of Civilization, and advisor to the Métis National Museum in Winnipeg.  

 David Gleeson is a freelance art journalist, critic, and media consultant in London, England. He has an M.A. 
in Art History from Birkbeck College, London University.  

 Jessica Gomula is professor of Time Based Media at CSU Stanislaus. She lives in Modesto. 

 Kevin Havener M.A. is an instructional technology expert with several years of experience at the Field 
Museum in Chicago.  

 Randy Siefkin is on the board of directors of the State Theatre in Modesto.  

 Henrietta Sparkman is an arts educator, an arts curriculum specialist and coordinator, a member of the 
Central California Arts Association, vice-chair of the Modesto Public Arts Committee, a friend of the School 
of Fine and Performing Arts at CSU Stanislaus, and an accomplished artist.  

 David Stockdale is executive director of the Center for Urban Education about Sustainable Agriculture in 
San Francisco and a member of the American Association of Museums.  

 Ilene Van Gossen is an artist and former Modesto art gallery owner.  

 Josef Venker S.J. MFA lives in Seattle, is an artist, and professor of visual arts at Seattle University 
 

Volunteers and Friends 

Dozens of people put time and effort into the Modesto Art Museum. Here are just a few of them who helped make 

2011 such a great year: Star Allen, Carl Anderson, Richard Barzan, Robert Benjamin, David Burkett, Jordi Camps, 

James Ferrera, Paul Groulx, Jennifer Helzer, Cathy Jennison, Dean Jennison, Joseph Kramer, Wayne Mathes, 

Deanna Maurer, Laura Mesa, Scott Mitchell, Nathan Thies, Jennifer Williams, Skip Williams, and Nancy Young. 

Thank you!   
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Acquisitions 
 

By vote of the members, the museum purchased two prints: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The museum also received two prints as gifts:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Empty Nest II 

Nicholas Wilson 

Etching with drypoint, 2011 

Tubac, Arizona, USA 

 

Untitled 

William Brignone 

Aquatint, 2011 

Cuneo, Italia 

 

 Il Outono ð The Fall 

Amadeu Escorcio 

Linocut, 2008 

Lisboa, Portugal 

No Bosque ð On the Wood 

Amadeu Escorcio 

Linocut, 2011 

Lisboa, Portugal 


